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CHILDREN AND RESIDENTS FROM CEDCÕS
VILLA CESAR CHAVEZ TOWNHOMES WILL TRAVEL

TO UCSB FOR A SPECIAL
FARM WORKER FAMILY ART PROJECT

ÒInspiring dreams of life beyond the fields.Ó

On Saturday, April 22, approximately 40 children and adults who live at the new Villa
Cesar Chavez townhomes in Oxnard will travel to the University of California at Santa Barbara
(UCSB) to paint tiles that will later be displayed at the property where they live. The art event is
scheduled to take place at UCSBÕs Art Department this Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is the
first-ever art collaborative between UCSB and one of the Cabrillo Economic Development
CorporationÕs (CEDC) affordable housing developments.

Villa Cesar Chavez residents will co-create tiles with UCSB art students using their own
original designs. The tiles will eventually be placed at the property, around a central fountain and
at the sign flagging the entrance to the property, which is located at 381 E. Hueneme Road.

UCSBÕs Art Department is hosting the event under its community outreach program. ÒA
partnership between UCSB and the community provides the opportunity for everyone involved to
work hard toward something,Ó says UCSB Art Professor Kim Yasuda, who is spearheading the
art project. ÒOur work will have function, beauty and usefulness beyond the classroom.Ó The
goal: To ultimately inspire dreams of life beyond the fields.

Fifty-two farm worker families moved into the brand new Villa Cesar Chavez
development in January and March. Villa Cesar Chavez is the first affordable housing project of
its kind known to be named after the great labor leader. The development features benches
inscribed with quotes from Cesar Chavez.

A formal grand opening for the property is scheduled to take place on June 24.

For more information about the event, please contact Jennifer Koch at 805/659-3791 x. 125.

CEDC is a private non-profit community development corporation that has provided comprehensive
housing services, through a community building approach, that facilitate self-sufficiency for individuals
and families who are most lacking in opportunity in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties. Since its
incorporation in 1981, CEDC has built over 1,000 units of affordable for-sale and multi-family rental
housing, manages 440 affordable rental units, and has helped over 250 families into homeownership
through education, counseling, and lending services. CEDC is a chartered member of NeighborWorks̈ , a
national network of more than 220 community development and affordable housing organizations. This
year marks CEDCÕs 25th year of operation.
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